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Zephaniah 3:14-17 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel! Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter 
Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away the judgments against you, he has turned away your 
enemies. The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more. On that 
day it shall be said to Jerusalem: Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow 
weak. The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you 
with gladness, he will renew you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day 
of festival. 
 
Luke 1:46-55 
And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call 
me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is 
for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he 
has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from 
their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 
promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
The Story of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
Music is one of the ways we prepare for this time of year. Already in this service you’ve heard 
familiar tunes Do You Hear What I Hear, People Look East, Prepare the Way O Zion, Lift Up 
Your Heads, Gloria, with Away in a Manger, In the Bleak Mid-winter, and Good Christian 
Friends Rejoice  still to come. 
 
And it’s not just the sacred songs that mark the time of year for us, there are plenty of secular 
markers as well. Some of you may remember that for reasons related to my Dad, my sister and 
I always touch base with one another when one of us hears Last Christmas by Wham! for the 
first time in the season. 
 
What are the Christmas songs that help you mark the season?  
 
The songs often change – depending on our age; how we’re feeling that year; and even what 
we’ve lived through in previous years. I remember memorizing The Christmas Song one year 
and in my teens I was absolutely obsessed with the lyrically cringe-y Do They Know It’s 
Christmas Time.  
 
There are songs that I sang in choirs, so I like to sing them now because I know the alto part. 
Joy to the World and Angels we Have Heard on High are two of those. Sometimes there are 
songs that are traditions or that mean something to us that no one else would necessarily 
know or guess. 
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Whether you like to sing or not, music marks the season. It can remind us of better days, it 
can call us to a better future, it can give us hope, bring us peace, fill us with joy, and remind 
us to love.  

• It can gather us - O Come All Ye Faithful, 

• tell the story - Once in Royal David’s City,  

• lead us in prayer - O Come, O Come Emmanuel,  

• and lead us in worship - Hark the Herald Angels Sing. 
 
We did our best last year, but it has done my heart some serious good to know that this year 
we’re in person to sing the hymns and songs that mark this time of year as something special 
– as a time set apart.  
 
And even though we know the music won’t summon angels, we can be inspired to be angels 
ourselves. 
 
Angel-Filled Advent by Ann Weems: 
Wouldn't it be wonderful 
  if Advent came filled with angels and alleluias? 
Wouldn't it be perfect 
  if we were greeted on these December mornings 
    with a hovering of heavenly hosts 
  tuning their harps and brushing up on their fa-la-la's? 
Wouldn't it be incredible 
  if their music filled our waking hours 
    with the promise of peace on earth 
  and if each Advent night we dreamed of nothing but goodwill? 
Wouldn't we be ecstatic 
  if we could take those angels shopping, 
    or trim the tree, or have them hold our hands 
      and dance through our houses decorating? 
And oh, how glorious it would be 
  to sit in church next to an angel 
    and sing our hark-the-heralds! 
What an Advent that would be! 
What Christmas spirit we could have! 
An angel-filled Advent has so many possibilities! 
 
But in lieu of that, 
  perhaps we can give thanks 
    for the good earthy joys we have been given 
      and for the earthly "angels" that we know 
        who do such a good job of filling 
          our Advent with alleluias!1 
 

 
1 Ann Weems. Kneeling in Bethlehem. The Westminster Press: Philadelphia, 1987. p. 16. 


